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A Tribute
to Israel
Brooks, Jr.

Newberry College approved
to offer graduate degrees
By Andrew Wigger

The Newberry Museum
recognizes an iconic Newberrian
Courtesy of the Newberry
Museum

NEWBERRY —
“Fellow Newberrians, I
shall never deceive you.
You may be assured
that I will forever hold
in high esteem the
pride in our city. Where
I have been or hope to
go, Newberry is still
home.”
This quote, expressed
by the late Israel Brooks
Jr. in August of 1994,
perfectly epitomizes
the nature of the iconic
Newberrian who
became the first African
American state trooper
with the S.C. Highway
Patrol, before rising
through the ranks and
eventually becoming
a U.S. marshal for the
state under the Clinton
Administration.
Despite his continued
success, both on the
local and national level,
Brooks never forgot
where he came from. He
continued to give back
to Newberry throughout
his life, and the Museum
considers it an honor
and a privilege to help
tell his story now, at
The Newberry Museum.
In 1967, Brooks
reached the critical,

aforementioned career
milestone for the South
Carolina Highway
Patrol. He also had
the honor of becoming
the first African
American promoted to a
supervisory rank within
the South Carolina
Highway Patrol, where
he quickly advanced
to corporal, then
sergeant, and ultimately,
lieutenant.
In 1990, Brooks was
promoted to major,
and was assigned
as Highway Patrol
Administrative Officer
with administrative
duties for the entire
South Carolina Highway
System. In March
1994, he resigned from
this duty in order to
become U.S. Marshal
for the District of South
Carolina under the
Clinton administration.
During his time as
a law enforcement
professional, Brooks
received a plethora of
awards, including the
National Public Service
Award, the Order of the
Palmetto, the highest
civilian honor awarded
by the governor of
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Newberry College President Maurice
Scherrens, Ph.D. announces that Newberry
College will once again offer graduate
programs.

NEWBERRY — Newberry
College has officially announced
that after almost a century, they
will once again offer graduate
degrees.
“In 1928, Ella Dunn, Newberry
College class of 1924, became
the college’s first and only
woman to earn her Master of
Arts degree, and she was the
last of 54 students to do so,”
said Newberry College President
Maurice Scherrens, Ph.D.
“Today is a new day, we recently

received approval from the
Southern Association of Colleges
and Schools Commission on
Colleges for a level change,
from Level II to Level III. This
approval is a recognition that
Newberry College has the
institutional strength to now
offer graduate level programs.”
This historic step, as
Scherrens said, is a natural
extension of Newberry College’s
mission and the next step in
continued growth.
“Our mission includes
See DEGREES | 5A

Poetrees planted in Newberry County

See BROOKS | 5A
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Since being “planted,” Robert Matheson’s Poetree has garnered many poems on Boyce Street.

By Andrew Wigger
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JOIN THE
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What’s your take on
today’s news? Go to
newberry
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and visit us
on facebook to share your
thoughts.

NEWBERRY COUNTY
— A new type of tree in
Newberry, the Poetree,
this tree’s concept is that
of art and expression and
bringing the community
together.
The first Poetree in
the county sprouted up
on Boyce Street, behind
local Artist Robert
Matheson’s studio and
across from Cabana, in
March 2020. The idea for
the Poetree first came to
Matheson during a virtual
writing workshop called
Communal Pen, hosted by
the S.C. Arts Commission.
“There were people
from all over the state in
those workshops, became
clear that people from
all walks of life wanted
to express themselves
through the art of writing.
So, I had a tree outside
of my new studio and I
started hanging my own
poetry and invited the

community to join me,”
Matheson said.
When the first Poetree
started there were only
four or five poems
that Matheson said he
“seeded” it with. Today,
Matheson said there are
dozens.
“There is new work
almost daily now. There
have been at least 50-60
that I know of,” he said.
The idea of the Poetree
is the take one, leave one
model — meaning if you
decided to keep a poem
that you leave your own
poem behind.
“I wanted to do that
for the community
engagement, I think very
few people actually take
them, but I do,” Matheson
said.
The Poetree also
connects with Newberry
Made, a group Matheson
created in Newberry
County to connect artists
into a community.
“Newberry Made
meets and jams under

Anyone is encouraged to add their poems, or other forms of
expression, to a Poetree.
Right:
Robert
Matheson
created
a sign to
promote
the
Poetree
on Boyce
Street.

the Poetree, it’s becoming
a gathering spot where
we have coffee and art,”
Matheson said.
The Poetree has now
sprouted in other parts

of Newberry County,
Matheson said that
Newberry resident Brandi
Brooks “planted” one at
See POETREES | 5A
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preparing students to pursue their calling, pursue
their vocation,” he said. “As society and industries
change, Newberry College will be here to give
students the tools they need to pursue their calling
— whether it is a traditional bachelor’s degree;
degree completion for working professionals in
nursing and respiratory therapy; and now, a master’s
degree.”
The first degree to be offered will be a Master
of Science in organizational development and
leadership. According to Scherrens, it will be housed
in the business department.
“What is great about this program is it is intended
to be interdisciplinary, so many different fields —
healthcare, sports management — need individuals
to assume roles in leadership and organizational
effectiveness,” he said.
While the college will begin to offer graduate
degrees, this does not mean that they will change
their name. Scherrens said they will remain
Newberry College, as it is not required to change to
a university.
“Today’s historic announcement is just that; it
marks the beginning of a new era for Newberry
College and for our surrounding communities. It
means that students will be able to continue their
education with passion, purpose, and personal
attention, right here. It means more opportunities
to work with our community partners and equip the
next generation of entrepreneurs,” he said. “It means
that in time, many of our alumni will not have to
leave Newberry to pursue advance degrees, they can
pursue those degrees in place and with the people
they’ve come to live with and love and renew their
commitment to education for life. That is the beauty
of having advanced degrees.”
This is only the first step for Newberry College,
Scherrens anticipates that they will be adding more
graduate degree fields in the near future. He said
there are many graduate degree programs in high
demand fields that Newberry College needs to offer.
“Our faculty is already drafting proposals,” he
said.
This new program will be offered 100% online,
and the approved tuition rate is $495 per credit
hour ($1,485 per course). Total tuition cost for the
MSODL is $14,850. This does not include the cost
of books or additional course fees.
Vice President for Academic Affairs Sid Parrish,
Ph.D., introduced those who contributed to getting
Newberry College to this point, David Fowler
Ph.D. (program coordinator for the new master’s
program); Sarah Bryant Ph.D. (department chair
for business administration); and Kelli Lynn Fellows
Ph.D. (dean of online and graduate programs).
“This new program is a new opportunity to
fulfill our mission of preparing students for lifelong
intellectual and personal development and engage
citizenship in the ever-changing global society.
Students will work with others to solve problems,
complete complex task and manage change, all
skills that are critical in our ever-changing world.
No matter what type of business vocation, graduates
of this program will develop skills to build and lead
strong teams to ensure success in their chosen field,”
Parrish said.
He added that they are in the process of
developing Newberry College’s first program and
will look forward to officially launching classes later
this year.
Fellows added that this is a recognition of the
legacy of undergraduate academic excellence at

Brooks
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South Carolina, and the District 6
Highway Patrolman of the Year Award.
However, the goal for the exhibit
was for it to encapsulate more than his
enormous legacy as a Marine and law
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Vice President for Academic Affairs Sid Parrish, Ph.D.

Reach Andrew Wigger @ 803-768-3122 or on Twitter @TheNBOnews.

Mayor Foster Senn congratulates Newberry College for
now being able to offer graduate degree programs.

Newberry College.
“They instilled on us the opportunity to expand
that legacy to graduate programs. We are here to
make a difference for South Carolina, Newberry and
the entire country, and it starts here,” Fellows said.
While the announcement is still new, Scherrens
said they have already received a good number of
students prepared to begin the program next month.
City of Newberry Mayor, Foster Senn offered
congratulations to Newberry College for this
achievement.
“What a great day for Newberry College, our
community and our region to now offer graduate
level programs at Newberry. This is going to be
outstanding for people looking to get a master’s
degree right here in the Newberry region,” he said.
Reach Andrew Wigger @ 803-768-3122 or on Twitter @TheNBOnews.
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Brooks’ passion for his family, his
community and philanthropy, and his
faith. Using impactful Bible verses
to punctuate each panel, this exhibit
illustrates the ways in which both the
life and legacy of Israel Brooks, Jr.
continues to impact his community,
his family, and standards for law
enforcement, both at the regional and
state level.

This exhibit would not have been
possible without the help of Nadine
and Barbara Brooks, Israel’s daughter
and wife, as well as Jim McClary with
the South Carolina Law Enforcement
Officers Hall of Fame Museum.
The exhibit opened on Tuesday, June
29, and will remain until Saturday,
October 9.
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The first Poetree in Newberry County was created by Robert Matheson
on Boyce Street in Newberry, it is now one of four in the county.

Newberry Five-Day Forecast
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Kelli Lynn Fellows, Ph.D., is the dean of online and graduate
programs.

enforcement expert, as well as all of his
“firsts.”
The museum wanted the exhibit to
spotlight his life in its entirety, in order
for our visitors to leave feeling like they
truly knew Brooks, whether they had
the privilege of meeting him in person
or not.
In order to do this, they have also
made a conscious effort to spotlight

Regional Weather

her home on the coroner of Caldwell and Boundary streets.
Alicia Holbrook “planted” one on her alpaca farm (Carolina
Pride Pastures) in Pomaria. Andy Hawkins is in the process
of “planting” one in front of The Blend Café in Prosperity.
“I think it resonates with people, it’s a simple community
art project for little to no money — all you need is pen,
paper, string, binder clips and your imagination,” Matheson
said.
Along with the poems, Matheson said people have been
creative with how they have written their poems. He said he
has seen poems on paper plates, cardboard, receipts, deposit
slips, you name it.
“I think the idea is spontaneous creativity and also
engaging visitors to the area, it’s a safe space for anyone to
express themselves. It can be done anonymously, can be
fact or fiction, doesn’t even have to be poems, any kind of
expression — photography has been put on the tree,” he
said.
Matheson’s hope for the Poetree is that people will “plant”
their own tree in their home communities.
“I encourage people to create one and let me know, I’ll
promote it online. I’m interested in seeing it extended
outside of the county but would love for it to be all over the
county — I’d love for Newberry County to be known as the
Poetree community,” he said.
Matheson added that while the Poetrees are relatively
simple, they do require poetic arborists, someone to promote
them online and clean up any fallen poems.
If you are interested in creating your own Poetree,
Matheson said he is willing to help, just reach out to him
on Facebook or Instagram. He can be found on Facebook as
Robert Matheson or on Instagram as robertmathesonart.
Matheson has also created a map to see all the Poetrees
he is aware of (https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/
viewer?fbclid=IwAR0qoWzOR_pUivjawI2KURsg5SrxFy2q1
bgHJc4scLjd1TKMtHOSRZtDlcQ&mid=1UODv2ZMATR
MZNL7TJM9EP6qi2IydElfr&ll=34.296310112273474%2C81.51830849999999&z=12)
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6.81
12
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Sun and Moon
Sunrise Wed.
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Moonset Wed. 11:58 p.m.
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